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RM4IT Real Museum for Information Technology

Short description

The Austrian Society for the History of Computer Science ( ÖGIG ) took besides of other activities ( see www.oegig.at ) in the year 2000 the initiative to establish as part of the existing database system HISTMAP II, which was developed by governmental support from the ÖGIG for own use, the Virtual Museum for Information Technology (VM4IT) to bring the historical development of Computer-and Communication Technology to the attention of interested institutions (schools, universities etc) and individuals. The topics include all the relevant achievements of the 19th and 20th century in the field of telegraphy, telephony, wireless telegraphy, radio broadcasting, television, cryptography, mechanical computing devices, electronic components, analog- and digital computing. The presentation is done by means of “picture books” which guide a visitor trough the different historical steps in a specific theme. Until now more then 30 different picture books with approximately 1000 different artifacts are shown. The VM4IT gets support by the  so called “Real Museum of Information Technology” (RM4IT) which consists of a collection of objects to the topics of the VM4IT and an additional specific library and collection of archivalia to support the design of VM4IT.Today the RM4IT  has access to about 600 different objects in its collection. The RM4IT receives visitors for historical studies and allows that its objects are loaned for specific exhibitions and for educational purposes. 

